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Judgement of Paris. Ignore 'the start of his life or quest' and there is also Odysseus: 
Calypso, Circe, and Nausicaa are his temptresses, separated and stationed at successive 
stages of his adventures, 37 while the Sirens38 represent the temptresses reassembled and 
reunited back at one place and time.39 'Come hither to rest' are the words of the Sirens 
to Odysseus (12.184),40 of the Norwegian crone to the two elder brothers, of Folly 
('whoso is simple, let him turn in hither') at Proverbs 9.16.41 The cry of the temptress 
throughout the ages. 
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37 On this aspect of these three figures, see Davies (n. 9), 24-6 and 32-4. Calypso is the one 
temptress when contrasted with Penelope. Cf. Coulter (n. 17), 53. 

38 Talking of the Argonauts, Fontenrose (n. 7), 486 observes: 'the Sirens ... come to much the 
same thing as the death-dealing mistress'. He calls the relevant episode within his combat myth 
'the Siren theme' (see n. 27). In Greek, Siren meant 'a female of dangerous and deceitful charm': 
see D. L. Page, Folktales in Homer's Odyssey (Cambridge, MA, 1973), 85 and 127, n. 22. For 
Sirens' connections, alongside Calypso, Circe, and Nausicaa, with the Other- and Underworld, 
see Davies (n. 9), 26. Like Echidna (n. 30) they are Mischwesen, but they also resemble the Muses: 
for both aspects see Page, 86-8 and 126, n. 20, for the latter L. E. Doherty, Siren Songs: Gender, 
Audiences, and Narrators in the Odyssey (Ann Arbor, 1995), 61 and 135-7 with nn. 20 and 25. In 
their use of tOfLEV in anaphora at Od. 12.188ff. to emphasize their wide knowledge, the Sirens 
resemble the Muses of Hes. Theog. 22-4 (Heubeck on the Odyssean passage supposes Hesiod 
took this device from it). For the more ambivalent side of Muses, see Davies, 43, n. 60 and cf. 
G. Luck, Horizonte der Humanitas, Wafter Wili Festschrift (1960), 88 = Ancient Pathways & 
Hidden Pursuits, 73. In their use of tOfLEV in anaphora the Sirens also resemble those other 
helpers, the three Libyan Heroines of Apoll. Rhod. Arg. 4.1305ff. 

39 The Sirens 'inhabited three island rocks' (Page [n. 38], 85 and 127 n. 30), whence three Sirens 
(Hesiodic Catalogue: fr. 27 MW). But Homer and Sophocles fr. 861 present two, others more: 
Frazer's Loeb Apollodorus 2.290. 

40 Odysseus, overcoming the Sirens' temptation, succeeds where all have failed, a pattern in 
other tales of temptresses thwarted: e.g. the Norwegian story (n. 28) or Wagner's Parsifal. This is 
genuine folk-tale, as Meuli saw (n. 27): he compared Odysseus and Circe with the Waldhaus 
episode from the Bearson tradition (see M. Davies, 'Rumpelstiltskin and Greek mythology' , 
Prometheus 28 [2002], 3, n. 10). There too, the hero succeeds against the demon where his 
comrades failed and extracts help, confirming (cf. n. 27) the paradoxical near-identity of our 
temptress with the demonic, ambivalent helper in the hero's quest. 

41 See too the Flower Maidens in Act Two of Parsifal: Komm, komm, holder Knabe! Komm, 
komm, lass mich dir bliihen. For Sirens and flowery meadows, cf. Page (n. 38), 128, n. 36. 

JIE. 

APOLLO' S HAWK AT ARISTOPHANES, BIRDS 5161 

0 OE OELVOTaTOV y' EOTLV a:1HlVTWV, 0 Zt.Vs yap 0 vvv {jaatAEVWV 
aiETOV opvw EOTYJKEV EXWV E1TL Tij<; KEcPaAij<; {jaaLAEV<; wv, 
� o' av BvyaTYJP yAavx', 0 o' )11TOAAWV W01TEp BEpa1TWV UpaKa. 

515 

Peisetairos. And what is the most dreadful thing of all, is that Zeus, who is king now, is shown 
standing with an eagle on his head because he's king, and his daughter likewise with an owl, and 
Apollo, like a servant, with a hawk.2 

1 I would like to express my gratitude to Dr C. W Marshal! of the University of British 
Columbia for frequent and invaluable advice throughout the preparation of this paper. 

2 Trans. A. H. Sommerstein, Birds (Warminster, 1987), 75. 
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The editors of Aristophanes have generally retained the paradosis at Birds 516,3 but 
Nan Dunbar condemns wam;p 8€pa7Twv as a meaningless comparison.4 However, in 
preferring Blaydes's5 ws 8€pa7Twv wv 'as the neatest correction palaeographically . . .  
and providing the necessary causal clause ("because he's a servant")' , I believe that 
Dunbar may leave questions unanswered. 

The scholiast ad 515 explains, 6 0 S€ )h6,\,\wv TOV UpaKa ws f-LaVnKOV opV€0V Kai 
ws 8€pa7TWV TOV Llt6s· E7T€L f-LtKp6T€pos TOV a€TOV 0 Upag: 'Apollo bears the hawk 
because it is the mantic bird, and because he is servant to Zeus: for the hawk is smaller 
than the eagle.' The scholiast fails to justify his claim that Apollo is 8€pa7Twv Tov Ll t6s. 
Bothe supports the allusion 'quoniam auctore Ioue Apollo uaticinatur, A. Eum. 19',7 
but Apollo is not described as his father's 8€pa7Twv at Eumenides 19 (Lltos 7Tpocf,�TYJ> 
S' laTi Aogtas 7TaTp6s) nor elsewhere. The same objection stands against those com­
mentators who cite Apollo's periods of service to mortal men. The classical sources for 
those episodes use the verb 8YJTElJHv (Horn. Il. 21. 441-57, Bur. Ale. 1-8), or fail to 
refer to them as servitude (Bur. Tro. 4-6). 'The audience' , as Dunbar herself puts it, 
'would surely need a reminder if a specific story had to be remembered at this point.'8 

Blaydes elsewhere proposed9 to correct 8€pa7Twv to 8€pa7Tov8' and make the hawk 
the servant in Apollo's place. But without an appropriately specific reference10 to sup­
port this allusion, then it simply states the obvious, and fails to bring 514-16 to a 
fitting climax. 

The remaining defence of the manuscript reading is to assume a popular reference 
that has since been lost to us. Sommerstein (ad loc.) posits the proverb that 'every slave 
is a hawk to his master' :  for Aristophanes tells us elsewhere that servants are a thieving 
lot (see Ach. 272-3, Eq. 101, Vesp. 449, PI. 27, 318-21), and hawks are symbolic of 
rapacity. But such an hypothesis can neither be proven nor disproven, and should be 
adopted only in the absence of a viable alternative. 

Let us consider the text. No doubt need fall on the phrase o S' ..J::l7T6AAwv ... 
UpaKa, for there is no difficulty in making the hawk the associate of Apollo. At Od. 
15. 525 the Upag is Apollo's special messenger; at//. 15.220 Apollo is likened to a hawk 
as he swoops from Olympus; the scholium to Birds 564 explains that Apollo will be 

3 Among the most influential are F. H. Bothe (Leipzig, 1845), B. Bickley Rogers (London, 
1906), F. W. Hall and W. M. Geldart (Oxford, 1906/72), V. Coulon, trans. H. van Daele (Paris, 
1928), and, most recently, Sommerstein (n. 2). 

4 N. Dunbar, Aristophanes, Birds (Oxford, 1995), 355: Dunbar develops this argument to 
counter F. Wieseler, Schedae Criticae in Ar. Aves (Gottingen, 1882), 12-13. She adds from the 
testimony of Aristotle (HA 620a33-b5) that fifth-century hunting expeditions outside of Thrace 
were unlikely to include raptors; on this point, see also J. Pollard, Birds in Athenian Lift and Myth 
(London, 1977), 108-9, who describes the practice of falconry in Thrace and Persia and notes its 
absence on the Greek mainland. 

5 F. H. M. Blaydes, Aristophanis Aves (Halle, 18822), 463, addenda et corrigenda. 
6 See D. Holwerda (ed.), Scholia in Aristophanem (Groningen, 1991), Pars i, fasc. v, 87, ad515b. 
7 Bothe, Aristophanis Comoediae I (Leipzig, 1845), on his line 490. 
8 Dunbar (n. 4), ad loc. The Euripidean echo of Ale. 442 at Av. 539 (7To,\v 8� 7To,\v 8�) is 

presented as being typical for Euripides, and is not a specific allusion to Alcestis. 
9 Blaydes (n. 5), 61, ad 516. 
10 The correction may be verbally supported by Aelian (NA 12.4), who names two species of 

Upag as (lfpa7TWV Kat aK6Aovllos )177"6,\,\wvos; but Aelian proceeds to assign four other species 
of Upag to Athena, Hermes, Hera, and Artemis, respectively, and the thrust of NA 12.4 is, in its 
author's own words, that different gods are served by different UpaKES". On the religious 
associations of the Upag in general, cf. D' Arcy Thompson, A Glossary of Greek Birds (Oxford, 
1895), 65-7. 
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replaced by the hawk when the gods are supplanted by their respective birds;ll and at 
Herodotus 2.156 Apollo is identified with the Egyptian hawk-god Horus. But the 
explanatory clause should offer a comic justification for Apollo's association with the 
hawk, and parallel the function of {3aatAEvwv two lines above it. What characteristic 
does the hawk possess that Peisetairos here means to assign to Apollo? 

Throughout the plays of Aristophanes, the image of the Upag represents avarice: 
thus the hawk is likened to Aristophanes' rapacious Cleon at Eq. 1052, and when the 
birds promise to aid humanity in its 'plundering' (ap7Tiiaat) at Av. 1111-12, their gift 
will be an &gvv lEpaKlaKov. The same imagery is found throughout archaic and 
classical literature.12 I believe Dunbar comes closest to the truth when she remarks (ad 
516), 'Perhaps hawk-like rapacity (cf. 1111-12) is being implied in Apollo himself, 
whether as god of the lucrative Delphic oracle or as god of physicians.' For physicians 
{la-rpot} are often the subject of comic criticism in Aristophanes, and always for the 
same reason: 

B>.. OVKOVV la-rpov daayE£V lxpi]v nva; 
Xp. -rls Si]-r' la-rpos €an vvv €v -rfi 7TOAE£; 

OUT€ yap 0 /.ttaOos ovS€v la-r' ovO' � TEXVTJ. 

Blepsidemos. Well, shouldn't we be calling in a doctor? 
Chremulos. Why, what doctors are there now in Athens? The pay's not there, so the profession's 
not there either. 13 

TE. a1r6>.w>.a -rwt/JOa>.ftw SaKpvwv -rw {36€. 
a>.>.' d T£ K�S€£ LJEpKETOV f/Jv>.aalov, 
IJ7TaAE£«/Jov Elp�v-n �-'" -rwt/JOa>.ftw -raxv. 

Lh. d>.A' cL 7TOVTJp' ov STJftOGtEvwv -rvyxavw. 

Derketes. I' ve cried my eyes out with weeping for my oxen. If you care at all for Dercetes of 
Phyle, please anoint my eyes with peace right away. 
Dikaiopolis. But, my poor dear fellow, I'm not a public physician. 14 

Il€. o[ S' ao KopaKES TWV 'Evyaplwv, otatv T�V yi]v Ka-rapovatv, 
Kat TWV 1Tpo{3a-rwv TOVS ot/JOaAftOVS EKKo«/JavTWV E7TL 7T€Lpf!.. 

El()' o y' )h6>.Awv la-rpos y' wv laaOw· fttaOorfoopE'i S€. 

Peisetairos. And the ravens, for their part, by way of a test, should knock out the eyes of their 

11 The line describing this has probably dropped out following 564; see Dunbar ad loc. 
12 Where the image of the hawk represents swiftness (so I/. 13.62, Paus. 7.12.2a), cruel rapacity 

for prey (so I/. 236--8, Aesch. Pr. 856), and hence greed, cruelty, and self-interest in general (so 
Hes. Op. 204-5, PI. Phd. 82a). For the hawk's epithets, seeD' Arcy Thompson (n. 10), 65. 

13 Plut. 406-8, trans. A. H. Sommerstein, Wealth (Warminster, 2001), 77. 
14 Ach. 1027-30, trans. A. H. Sommerstein, Acharnians (Warminster, 1980), 137. Together, the 

three passages cited here point to a dispute over the stipend (p.ta86s) of the publicly employed 
physician (see Dunbar and Sommerstein on Av. 584, Sommerstein on Plut. 408, and S. D. Olson, 
Aristophanes, Acharnians [Oxford, 2002], 325, with references). Athens may have been forced to 
reduce the amount of its retaining fee during the war, or after the plague. At any rate, the cost of 
medical care was a popular issue, and Aristophanes alluded to it repeatedly: together with the 
passages cited above, compare Aristophanes' remarks on the public physician Pittalos at Ach. 
1032, 1222 and Vesp. 1432. 
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sheep, and of the teams with which they plough their land. Then let Apollo, Healer that he is, 
heal them; he draws a salary for that!15 

At Birds 584 Aristophanes suggests that Apollo himself may be regarded as an 
avaricious laTpo>. Likewise, I think, the justification for Apollo's association with the 
rapacious hawk at Birds 516 may be sought in his identity as physician. 

I propose that the text of 516 should read as follows: 

0 0' )17T6.\.\wv w<; 11Epa7TEVWV UpaKa. 

lkpa7Tdwv, as a substantive, means 'doctor' (Pl. Plt. 293bc), and the verb 6Epa7TdJw 
designates the activity of physicians in Thucydides (2.47.4). It bears the same force in 
the Hippocratic Oath, in Antiphon, in Xenophon, in Isocrates, in Plato, and in 
Aristotle.16 Apollo is a natural subject of the participle 6Epa7Tdwv, and the climax of 
514-16 will serve as another allusion, like Pl. 406-8, Ach. 1027-30, and Av. 582-4, to 
the issue of physicians' pay. 

The corruption of 6Epa7TEvwv to 11Epa7Twv is a straightforward slip: 6Epa7Twv 
appears nine times in Aristophanes, three of them in Birds (discounting 516): 
6Epa7TEVw, by contrast, appears five times in the extant eleven comedies, and never 
in Birds. The two forms were often used interchangeably, and the only discernible 
difference in the Attic authors is the medical force that came, in the late fifth and fourth 
centuries, to attend 6Epa7TEvw. A copyist could easily have written 6Epa7Twv in 
carelessness, particularly after Zeus had been described as (3aatAEv<;. The assonance of 
6Epa7TEvwv also chiefly echoes 514, its primary parallel.17 

We may then follow Blaydes and Dunbar in proposing that -7TEp was appended to 
w> to mend the metre, and render the full passage as follows: 

IlE. o DE OEtv6TaT6v y' EaTiv a7TavTwv, o Zd, yap o vvv (3aatAEvwv 
alETOV opvtv EUT'YJKEV €xwv E7TL TYJ> KEcpaAiJ> {3aatAEV<; wv, 
� o' av 6vyaTYJP y.\avx', 0 o' )1776.\.\wv W<; 6Epa7TEVWV UpaKa. 

515 

Peisetairos. And what is the most dreadful thing of all, is that Zeus, who is king now, is shown 
standing with an eagle on his head because he's king, and his daughter likewise with an owl, and 
Apollo, since he's a doctor, with a hawk. 

English folk ornithology would prefer 'a vulture' , but the point is clear. In its context 
this reading is greatly improved, for it joins a steady stream of similar allegations. At 
508-9 birds are said to perch atop the scepters of kings 'to share in their bribe-taking'; 
at 513 and 521 Lysicrates and Lampon are duly lambasted for their greed and 
fraudulence respectively. To attack physicians for greed at 516 fits naturally. Just as 
the analogy of the Upag serves subtly to disparage Clean at Eq. 1052, it adds a fine 
satirical point to the passage here. 

Oriel College, Oxford MICHAEL GR IFF I N  
michael. griffin@oriel. ox. ac. uk 

doi: 10.1 093/clquaj/bmh062 

15 Av. 582-4, trans. A. H. Sommerstein, Birds (Warminster, 1987), 83. 
16 LSJ s.v. 0EpU7TE!JW Il.7. 
17 514: j3aatl..dwv; 515: j3aati..Ev<; wv; 516: 0Epa7TEVWV. The alternative w<; 0Epa7TWV wv draws 

attention instead to 515. The 'jangling assonance' that we find in these lines, as Dunbar observes 
(ad 516), is not alien to Aristophanes. In fact it has caused omissions elsewhere: yipovm<; 
<ovm<;>, Ach. 222. 
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